We summarize representative and dependable English-language Web sites that focus on parasitic infections, selected on the basis of high-quality content and usability. Web sites were categorized according to users' interests, as follows: Web sites with information for clinicians (pathogenesis, pathophysiology, diagnosis, and treatment of parasitic infections); Web sites with information for epidemiologists; Web sites with information for educators; and Web sites with information for researchers. At least 60 Web sites were identified that contained comprehensive and high-quality information about helminths and protozoa. These Internet resources provide invaluable information for the infectious disease practitioner.
"Parasitic infection" refers to infection with animal parasites, such as protozoa, helminths, and ectoparasites (arthropods, such as ticks and mites). In this review, we will focus only on information related to protozoa and helminths. These parasitic infections account for a great burden of morbidity and mortality, particularly in developing countries [1, 2] . It is estimated that ∼30% of the world's population experiences parasitic infestations. Malaria alone affects almost 250 million people worldwide; ∼1-2 million deaths are associated with malaria annually [3] . Schistosomiasis and soil-transmitted helminth infections affect 1200 million people worldwide and cause 1150,000 deaths each year [1, 2, 4, 5] . The control of parasitic infections is crucial to consolidating advances made in childsurvival programs, to building the working capacity of communities, and to enhancing opportunities for economic development [1, 2, 4, 5] .
To achieve control of parasitic infections from both public health and clinical infectious disease standpoints, we must understand the complexities associated with these infections, such as their complex life cycles and the regional and geographic features that determine the occurrence of certain parasitic in-fections. Therefore, parasitic infections should be viewed from a broad biological, epidemiologic, and clinical perspective [4] .
Keeping current in the field of parasitology requires infectious disease practitioners to have up-to-date knowledge of the global and regional distribution, preventative measures, diagnosis, and treatment of parasitic infections [3, 6] . The revolution in information systems embodied by the World Wide Web allows the infectious disease specialist to obtain current and valuable information about most aspects of the field of parasitology [7] [8] [9] . Here, we present a selection of Web sites that we considered relevant in covering most aspects, including clinical, epidemiologic, educational, and research, related to general parasitology. We present the information in the most concise manner possible; a World Wide Web search using the term "parasites" through search engines retrieves 1350,000 Web sites.
METHODS
The list of Web sites selected for our assessment was gathered on the basis of personal knowledge and through discussion with infectious disease specialists knowledgeable in the field of parasitology, the use of search engines, and links from other parasitology Web pages. Web sites were selected according to the quality of and ease of access to information. The quality of the Web site was determined by assessing the existence of comprehensive and detailed, evidence-based, and up-to-date information. Each site was evaluated by criteria for Web page evaluation previously described in this journal [10] . We recognize that many Web sites contain information that may overlap among the 4 categories (clinical, epidemiologic, educational, and research) that we selected as our focus. Although our strategy allowed us to review most of the authoritative and most commonly visited Web sites by parasitology experts, it is inevitable that many excellent Web sites were overlooked.
RESULTS
Web sites were initially identified by means of popular search engines, including Google, Yahoo, and AltaVista. In our search, use of the keyword "parasites" on Google resulted in ∼388,000 hits. We identified many Web sites that provided comprehensive information about general parasitology; however, only the Web sites included in tables 1-4 were categorized as high-quality Web sites according to our selection criteria.
DISCUSSION
We divided the Web sites into 4 categories and reviewed the highlights of selected Web sites.
Web sites for clinicians. Table 1 lists 24 Web sites that contain information about the pathophysiologic features, pathogenesis, diagnosis, and treatment of helminth and protozoa infections. Some of the Web sites listed in table 1 also provide parasite images and descriptions of clinical cases, and some include comprehensive clinical information. We identified 24 Web sites that contained comprehensive information about parasitology and that we thought were a good starting point for further Internet searches. The Ohio State University Web site (http://www.biosci.ohio-state.edu/˜parasite/home.html) contained 1400 images of 1180 parasite species and included detailed clinical information. The layout and graphics of the World of Parasites page by McGill University allows the user to explore parasitic infections by geographic location (http:// martin.parasitology.mcgill.ca/jimspage/worldof.htm; figure 1). A highly comprehensive parasitology Web site has been created by the University of Cambridge faculty, which offers detailed lecture notes (http://www.path.cam.ac.uk/˜schisto/Lecture_ Notes/Lectures6.html).
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Web site (http://www.dpd.cdc.gov/dpdx/Default.htm) gives comprehensive and relevant information for clinicians and epidemiologists (figure 2). One of the best compilations of parasite images is available here. In addition, this site provides a brief summary and clinical fact sheets for laypersons.
The new immunoassay techniques, and an overall increase in awareness of the public health importance of parasitic infections [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [7] [8] [9] . The knowledge gained from these experiences has generally been available through journals and textbooks. However, the Internet is now a major and easily accessible resource for information about parasites. Numerous Web sites are comprehensive, evidence based, and up to date, and they can supply epidemiologic data and help the infectious disease practitioner with the identification, prevention, and treatment of parasitic infections.
